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it is." l He says that the books of Kings are " a
hundred times better " than the Chronicles, and
more to be believed.2 As for Esther, he ranks it
with the second book of Maccabees, and wishes
it did not exist, because it Judaizes too much and
contains much heathen folly.3 Nor does Luther
stay his hand when he turns to the New Testament.
In his translation the Epistle to the Hebrews,
James, Jude, and the Apocalypse are placed by
themselves at the end of the book as being, com-
pared with the rest of the New Testament, of a
lower degree of inspiration. Every one knows
his almost contemptuous reference to James as " a
right strawy epistle." Of the Epistle to the
Hebrews he says it was certainly not written by
an apostle, but by one who built upon another's
foundation gold, silver, and precious stones:
" Therefore, even if we find perhaps wood, straw,
or hay mingled with it, that shall not prevent us
from receiving such instruction with all honour,
though we do not place it absolutely on the same
footing with the Apostolic Epistles."4 Jude is
" undisputably an extract or abstract from the

1  I give the passage as it is quoted in A. B. Davidson's Job
(Cambridge Bible), p. xiv.    As he says, the passage appears to
exist^ under various forms.

2  Table Talk, p. 12.

3  Ibid., p. II.    See also Robertson Smith's Answer to the Form
of Libel, p. 43.

* Westcott's The Bible in the Church, p. 263.